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Today we celebrate the feast of St. John Paul II, a champion of the dignity of the human person and a friend and role model to the 
Knights of Columbus. From its beginning, the Order has sought to uphold human dignity through both charity and faithful advocacy. 
This week’s stories highlight how Knights continue to accompany men and women through all stages of life — from the unborn and 
their mothers in Maryland to victims of religious persecution and violence in Nigeria.

‘We Are Not Alone’

A woman prepares to use her new wheelchair from the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation during a K of C-
sponsored distribution in Ogoja, Nigeria, on Feb. 20. (Photo by Afolabi Sotunde/Castletown Media) 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly announced in his annual report in August 
2024 that the Order would assist the afflicted Church in Nigeria through 
new programs in charity and faith formation. Since that time, support has 
included providing wheelchairs to victims of violence and persecution in 
the country. “This initiative speaks volumes to Christians in Nigeria 
because, despite the persecution, we feel that we are not alone,” said 
Bishop Stephen Mamza of Yola, Nigeria. WATCH HERE | READ MORE 

Any links to third-party sites outside of the Knights of Columbus  
are provided for information purposes only.  

This is not an endorsement of the service providers.

Past Grand Knight Michael 
Adamus of St. Cloud-Kissimmee 
(Florida) Council 6624 was 
inspired by his father’s example 
of service and followed in his 
footsteps, joining the Knights to 
help those in need. He advocates 
for the truth that every person 
has dignity and brings a fresh 
perspective to his council’s 
charitable work. WATCH HERE

John Paul II: In His Words

From his election to the papacy in 1978 until his 
death in 2005, Pope John Paul II addressed 
more than two dozen messages to the Knights 
of Columbus. From the Columbia archives, this 
article includes representative excerpts of the 
late pope’s expressions of gratitude, solidarity 
and pastoral guidance to the Order. READ MORE

Pope John Paul II answers questions from young people during a 1987 
teleconference in Los Angeles. (OSV News photo/Joe Rimkus Jr.)

Past Grand Knight Michael Adamus of St. Cloud-Kissimmee (Florida) 
Council 6624 (right) joins Fourth Degree Knights in presenting an 
honor guard.

For 30 years, the Gabriel Network Maternity Home has 
provided housing, hope and community for women and 
children in the Washington, D.C., area. Now, Knights are 

leading a statewide campaign to renovate and expand the Gabriel House in 
Bowie, Maryland. “This exists so that we might offer love and support to women 
who find themselves in challenging personal situations,” said Supreme Chaplain 
Archbishop William Lori, who blessed the maternity home on May 28. “It exists 
to help us accompany them so that they might bring their children into the world 
and so that their children might have a good strong start in life.” WATCH HERE 
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‘There’s Service to Do’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdpzeI2pVm0
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2025/may/strength-in-the-face-of-persecution.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrd3_BlPe5I
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-october-17/in-his-words.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2VVJmKecLY

